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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION JUNIOR STUDENT MEMBER POSITION

On May 22, 2008 the Pennsylvania State Board of Education amended its bylaws to add one non-voting
senior student member and one non-voting junior student member. Thus, since September 2009 two
high school students have served on the State Board of Education. For the past year those students have
been senior Eva Rankin from Upper St. Clair High School and junior Reva Gandhi from Parkland High
School. These State Board of Education positions have provided public school students with an
unprecedented opportunity in Pennsylvania to interact with the twenty-one adult Board members and
have helped shape long-term education policy for the 1.8 million K-12 students in our state and the
680,000 students impacted by our state system of higher education.

The Pennsylvania Association of Student Councils (PASC) was first charged with the responsibility of
recommending two students to hold these positions for the 2008-2009 school year. Now in January
2022, the selection of a new Junior Member for the 2022-2023 school year begins.

Included in this document are:
● An overview of the State Board of Education and its councils
● A job description for the student State Board members including all Board meeting dates during

2022
● Application procedures which include:

o Student, Parent/Guardian, Administrative approval
o Guidelines for submitting a student resume
o Two essay questions
o Guidelines for three letters of recommendation

It is important for the student applicant, their parents/guardians, and the high school administration to
review the qualifications and responsibilities of the student members. The schedule of the 2022 State
Board of Education meetings (held on Wednesdays and Thursdays) is attached. The commitment to
attend each and every one of these meetings, along with the six meetings to be determined in 2023 is
extremely important. In addition, the student must commit to State Board “homework” between
meetings which will include the reading of Board reports and frequent communication with other
students in the state on Board issues. This communication can take the form of social media interaction,
as well as through information and surveys shared through PASC by region representatives. Along with
these responsibilities, the Junior Representative will be responsible for leading the initiatives of the
Students for Education (SEPA) program, consisting but not limited to region meetings and presentations
to the Pennsylvania State Board of Education.

In addition, since PASC will be responsible for the selection of the student members and is designated
as the primary body to support the student Board members with resources for communications with
their student constituents, PASC will expect the student Board members to provide reports to the PASC
Executive Board. At least one representative will be required to be present at meetings of the PASC
Executive Board and PASC State Conference. Once selected for the position, students become voting
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members of the PASC Executive Board and PASC will also provide them opportunities to attend
leadership conferences and workshops at PASC expense, as well as members of the PA State Board of
Education, by virtue of their position.

The State Board of Education’s student leadership program is supported entirely through private grant
funds made available by Highmark. PASC and the Board appreciate Highmark’s generosity in making
this leadership opportunity available to high school juniors and seniors across the Commonwealth.

Through its grant funds, the Board will pay for travel to Board meetings and will provide hotel
accommodations for non-virtual meetings held in Harrisburg or, at other designated locations within the
state consistent with state travel policies. Minor students are required to have a parent or guardian
accompany them during travel to and from Board meetings. Limited grant funding is available to
support travel and additional costs for a student’s parent or guardian based on demonstrated financial
need.

For the 2022-2023 school year, the Senior Member will be Reva Gandhi and the Junior Member will
come from the Class of 2024. Based on a mid-term evaluation, the Junior Member may be appointed to
serve as the Senior member for the 2022-2023 school year.

Any public high school in Pennsylvania may nominate one or more students for the Board Junior
Member position. Parkland High School may not nominate a student for the 2022-2023 school year
since Reva Gandhi  is one of its students.

Application Timeline

March 7 Submit all application information and letters of recommendation.

Early March Review of all applications by an adult and student screening committee of the PASC
Executive Board.

Mid-March Contact with the finalists for the junior representative position regarding the interview
process. An email will be sent to all applicants with additional information and a date
for the interview.

Late March/      Interviews with the finalists for the Junior Member position. PASC will make a
Early April        recommendation to the State Board of Education.

Early April       Notification of student selected as State Board of Education Junior Member.

May 4-5 First meeting of the State Board of Education for the new student member. While
attendance for the May meeting is not required, the student representative is invited to
attend to observe Board proceedings and meet the members of the Board.

July 13-14 First official meeting of the State Board of Education for the new student member.
Attendance is required. Please refer to the 2022 State Board meeting dates to confirm
availability on page 4.

*All meetings and events will be held virtually until further notice.

Please direct any questions regarding these positions and the application process to 724-971-4599 or
sberepapp@pasc.net or executivedirector@pasc.net

Best wishes to each student seeking to serve Pennsylvania students who will be actively involved in this
process of civic engagement.
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Pennsylvania State Board of Education was created by the General Assembly in 1963 and
reestablished in 1988. The Board is comprised of 21 members, ten of whom serve as the Board’s
Council of Basic Education and ten of whom serve as the Board’s Council of Higher Education.
Seventeen members are appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, for
overlapping terms of six years. Four members of the Board are members of the General Assembly who
serve as long as they hold majority and minority chairs of the House and Senate Education Committees.
The chairperson of the Professional Standards and Practices Commission is a non-voting, ex officio
Board member. Chairpersons of the Board and its Councils are designated by the Governor and serve at
his pleasure. The 21 members of the board also serve as the State Board of Career and Technical
Education.

The Board meets at least six times a year. Additional Council or Board meetings are held at the call of
its chairperson or at the request of a majority of members. The chairperson of the Board and any of the
members are entitled to attend the meetings of the Councils. Board committees are appointed by the
chairperson of the Board to formulate policy proposals in those areas which fall within the purview of
the Board. Council committees are appointed by the chairperson of each respective Council to
formulate policy proposals in those areas which fall within the purview of either Council.

The Pennsylvania State Board of Education has the power and duty to review and adopt regulations that
govern educational policies and principles and establish standards governing the educational programs
of the Commonwealth, upon recommendation of its Councils. The Board also has the authority and duty
to approve or disapprove an application for the creation of a new school district, or change in the
boundaries of an existing school district; establish committees of professional and technical advisors to
assist the Councils in performing research studies undertaken by them; manage and have custody of the
State School Fund; apply for, receive and administer Federal grants, appropriations, allocations and
programs within its purview; adopt policies with regard to institutions of higher education; and, adopt
master plans for basic and higher education. The Board also sits as the State Board of Career and
Technical Education and in this capacity sets policy and promulgates regulations regarding vocational
and technical education in Pennsylvania.

The State Board of Education engages in a constant review and appraisal of education in the
Commonwealth. The Board’s evaluation takes into account such matters as educational objectives,
alternative organizational patterns, alternative programs of study, and the operating efficiency of the
education system. The chairperson of the State Board refers all studies and investigations to one of its
Councils, and receives and places on the agenda the findings and recommendations of the Council for
appropriate action by the Board.

The Council of Basic Education has the power and duty to develop a master plan for basic education in
the Commonwealth for adoption by the Board; investigate programs, conduct research studies and
formulate policy programs in all educational areas not within the purview of higher education;
encourage and promote such agricultural, industrial, vocational and technical education programs as the
needs of this Commonwealth may require; and investigate and make recommendations pertaining to the
work of any schools of design, schools of industrial arts or industrial schools to which the General
Assembly may make an appropriation.

The Council of Higher Education has the power and duty to develop a master plan for higher education
in the Commonwealth for adoption by the Board; develop standards for the approval of colleges and
universities for granting of certification and degrees; develop standards for all higher education building
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projects involving the use of State funds or the funds of any Commonwealth institution; and, investigate
programs, conduct research studies and formulate policy proposals in all areas pertaining to higher
education in the Commonwealth, including a system of community colleges and technical institutions as
provided by law.

The Secretary of Education is the head of the Department of Education and chief executive officer of
the State Board of Education, is a member of the executive department of the Commonwealth and is
appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. The
Secretary of Education, or his designated representative, is entitled to attend all meetings of the Board
and its Councils, and has the right to speak on all matters before the Board and its Councils but not to
vote on matters before the Board.

REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE PENNSYLVANIA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Both Representatives:
● Annually attend six 2-day meetings conducted on the second or third Wednesday and Thursday

of January, March, May, July, September and November. Students who are minors must have a
parent or guardian accompany them during travel to and from Board meetings.

● 2022 meeting dates for the incoming Junior representative:

○ May 4-5, 2022 (The incoming junior representative is invited to attend)

○ July 13-14, 2022 (The incoming junior representative's first official meeting)

○ September 14-15, 2022

○ November 9-10, 2022

● Advise Board staff as to ability to attend each meeting
● Consult with Board staff regarding any questions as to your role, Board procedure or pending

policy issues
● Stay informed about policy pending before the Board by reviewing materials provided and

discussing issues with others
● Inform and consult with peers statewide as to policy matters currently pending Board action
● Adhere to the Board’s rules and protocols for the conduct of its business
● Attain written permission from parent or legal guardian to participate on the State Board of

Education and to attend its meetings
● Attain written permission from school principal to attend meetings of the State Board of

Education
● Make arrangements for own method of transportation (travel expenses will be reimbursed

consistent with state travel policies)
● Attend the Pennsylvania Association of Student Council’s Executive Board meetings as a

voting member at Pennsylvania Association of Student Council’s expense.
● Come to these meetings prepared to share recent activities of the Board, and ask region

representatives and district directors to share this information with schools.
● Attend and speak at the annual PASC State Conference in November on the duties of a Board

representative, how the selection process works, and what is being discussed at Board meetings.
They must also meet with students in attendance in small groups or informal meetings.

● Communication on a consistent and appropriate basis with students via blogs on the PASC
website, social media, and other appropriate outlets. Work with region representatives to inform
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students throughout Pennsylvania about the Board and solicit their feedback.
● Be a part of the screening committee for the selection of the next Junior Member of the State

Board of Education. This committee will review student applications based on criteria provided
to committee members and will select candidates to come to Harrisburg for interviews. (It is
important that these finalists are not selected based on PASC skills, but skills that would add to
the Board)

● Coordinate social media accounts to connect outreach to students across the Commonwealth
● Facilitate and, when appropriate, provide reports on the Students for Education in Pennsylvania

meetings.
● Coordinate PASC Student Summit
● All travel and expenses related to attending meetings and conferences of the PASC organization

will be paid by PASC.

Senior Member
● Help to coordinate the PASC Student Summit program in collaboration with the PASC Student

Summit Coordinator and PASC State President. The duties include: being the co-MC with the
PASC State President, helping to select speakers and presenters for the day, topics for
discussion, and overall logistics for the program.

State Board of Education Student Representatives Expectations from PASC:
● Provide clear explanations early on of what PASC is by providing a handbook and answering

any questions in advance of the August PASC Board Meeting
● Explain early on what is expected of the State Board of Education members by the PASC

Board, as well as what Board student members involvement will be at Executive Board
Meetings

● Provide representatives with an opportunity to share information from Board meetings to
students across the state through a section on the PASC website, an easily accessible and
advertised blog that is shared with PASC schools, social media accounts, access to PASC emails
and email databases, and the opportunity to speak in a general session and regional caucuses at
the annual PASC State Conference

● Solicit feedback from PASC members about issues that are facing the Board of Education, and
connect those students with the student representatives so they can learn how their voice can be
heard
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Student Representative to the Pennsylvania State Board of Education
2022-2023 School Year

Application Includes Online Submission of the Following Items:

Contact and School Information

Two-page maximum resume including but not limited to:

● Educational accomplishments
● Leadership experiences
● Activities/school involvement
● Personal interests/hobbies

Two (2) completed essays (limited to no more than 400 words each, typed)

Essay 1: Provide a detailed description of a meaningful experience or situation in which you
have been a leader in your school or community. Explain how this will contribute to your
success as a student advocate on the State Board of Education.

Essay 2: From your perspective as a student, elaborate on the greatest strengths of the public
education system in Pennsylvania. Then, elaborate on one area you feel is in need of
improvement and provide rationale for your response.

Three (3) Letters of Recommendation, which attest to applicant's leadership, communication
skills, and responsibility. Please submit one letter from each of the following:
Principal or Superintendent
Faculty Member
Community Member

Completed Commitment form with all necessary signatures that is scanned in an email to
sberepapp@pasc.net. A student’s application will be considered incomplete until all materials
are submitted by March 7, 2022. Submit completed application by Monday, March 7, 2022 via
the online application form that can be found on the “Governmental Relations” tab on
www.pasc.net.
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